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5 TO THE 
INHABITANTS. 


St. Mary, Lambeth, and St. LxzoxnarD, Shoreditch. 


I Print this Ser mon not ſo much at the Regueſt of 

| ſome of you, who heard it from the Pulpit; as 
for the Sake of thoſe among you, who, tho' they 
heard it not, have yet an equal Right to the beſt 
religious Inſtructions I can give them under ſo af- 
fecting a Diſpenſation of Providence, as that of our 
going to War, after ſo long and full an Enjoyment 
of the Bleſſings of Peace. It is indeed obſerva- 
ble, that no War was ever enter d into with great- 
er Zeal and Unanimity by Perſons of all Ranks, 
Parties, and Denominations, whether of the land- 
ed, or trading Intereſt ; for which. Reaſon I make 
no doubt, but that all have conſider'd it, (in a po- 
litical View at leaſt) to be not only a ju, but a 
ſure Method of conſtraining our Enemies to re- 
pair the Injuries they have done us; nay, to grant 
us every thing we can in Juſtice or Reaſon expect 
from them, for the future Security of our Mavi- 
gation, and the Enlargement of our Commerce, up- 
on which the Welfare and Glory of this [ſand de- 
Jo AT | We 


Td 
We know then how mueh -depends upon the 
Iſue of this War and yet few, or none of us, 
ſeem to be under any Apprehenſions about it. - - - 
Many talk of nothing but our own Szrength, and 
the Enemies YPeakneſs; and thence conclude, that 
the Chances, as they are call'd, of War are all on 
our Side. I believe they are ſo; and that all will 
be done that can be done by Men towards its Suc- 
ceſs. But I would fain hope, that we have not 
left out of our Account the Providence of God, 
who (as he ruleth over all, and diſpoſeth well and 
wiſely of all Events) can be the only Giver of all 
Vifory: and therefore, without him, Chance is 
nothing, and the Help of Man is vain. 
What then, may I ask, have we done to engage 
God to be on our Side? A Queſtion that I ſhall 
leave to every one to anſwer from his own Con- 
ſcience, and the Reflections he muſt have made 
upon the Religious and Moral State of this King- 
dom; only obſerving, that we can never engage him 
otherwiſe, than by our Righteouſneſs, which, even 
in the Courſe of Nature, as well as Providence, is 
the fole Means to exalt a WVation. - - And if 
we are not thus prepar d to meet our God; if we 
cannot fand before him becauſe of our great Tre/- 
paſſes and Sins; why then let us fall down upon 
our Knees before his Mercy. ſeat, and intreat him to 
niſb us lebs than our Iniquities deſerve, till we 
have dearnt R YT from this his Judgment, 


ſince 


(W) 

ſince his paſt Favours have not taught it us. For 
altho War may, in our preſent Circumſtances, be 
a leſs Evil, than ſuch a Peace, as our Enemies 
would allow us without it; yet it is in truth a great 
Evil, conſidering how much private Perſons may 
loſe by Interruptions and Captures in their Trade; 
and how much Blood and Treaſure it muſt co 
the Publick to purchaſe the Swcce/s we want: and 
if we are unſucceſoful, (as we mult be without di- 
vine Aid and Bleſſing) it may be one of the foreſt 
Judgments, wherewith God can viſit or be avenged 
on ſuch a Wation as this. The KING therefore, 
out of a religious and tender Concern for his Peo- 
ple, has call'd upon them to join with him, after 
the moſt devout: and ſolemn manner, in humble 
Prayers and Supplications to Almighty Gon for ob- 
taining the Pardon of our Sins, for averting thoſe 
heavy Judgments they deſerve, and for imploring 
his Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance on our Arms. - - And 
tho', I hope, from your numerous and devout Ap- 
pearance in the Houſe of God on this Occaſion, 
that ſew none of you have neglected the ſincere 
Performance of ſo religious and neceſſary a Du- 
ty; yet as this Duty ends not with the Solemnity 
of a general Faſt, I publiſh this to excite all, who 
are under my Care, to have it ſtill in their 
Thoughts; and under ſo concerning a Diſpenſation 
of Providence to go on in adding every one his 
private Devotions to the p#ublick Offices; in calling 
ro 


| (iv ) 

to mind his own paſt Offences; in begging of Gon, 
with all Humility, his Pardon and Forgiveneſs; 
in amending the Evil of his doings, and in keeping, 
even according to the euiſb Law, his Feet from 
every wicked thing, whilſt our Hoſts are going 
forth againſt our Enemies; for this is the only 
certain way to reform the whole > and to make 
up that national Repentance and Righteouſneſs 
which will moſt effectually deprecate the Wrath of 
the Moſt High, and prevail with him to give 
(what He alone can) ſuch Terror and Succe/s to the 
Arms of our moſt gracious Sovereign, as will add 
Dignity and Luſtre to his Crown, and end in the 
Peace, Safety, and Proſperity of our Country — 
This is ſo indiſpenſible a Duty to our Gov, and 
ſuch a Service as we all may, and ought to render 
to our KINO and Country; that, I truſt, none 
will fail in it, who are good Chriſtiant, or good 
Engliſhmen. © 8 | 

"I am, whereinſoever I can promote your eter- 
nal or temporal Welfare, | | 


Vu very Fectionate Miniſter, 
renn 9190 n 09 een 138 | 
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P$8AL M Ix. 10, 11, 12. Verſes, | 


Ver. 10. Haſt not Thou caſt us out, O GOD: Wilt not Thor, 
O GOD, go out w:th our Hoſts? 

Ver. 11. O be Thou our Help in Trouble : For vain is the Help 
of Man. | 

Ver. 12. Through GO D will ue db great Afts : For it is Hz. 
that ſhall tread down our Enemies, | 


HE Pſalm out of which I have choſen this Text, 
| is in the Title of it ſtiled M:chtam, or the Feuel 
of David; as being one of the moſt precious 
among an invaluable Collection of inſpired Hymns, 
which he made by way of Prayer, or Thankſgiving to the 
one true Gop, the Creator and Gavernor of the Univerſe, 
It was, as far as we can learn, compoſed ſoon after his coming 
to the Throne of Mael, and juſt before his engaging in a War, 
not only to recover the Honour of his Crown, and the Rights 
of his People, which had fſuffer'd greatly through their own 
Sins and Diviſions, as well as by the ill Conduct of his Prede- 
ceſſor Saul; but likewiſe to extend his Conqueſts every Way 
around him, even as far as the Gop of 1/ael had ever promi- 
fed to enlarge a Kingdam, which he had choſen for his own out 
of all the Nations of the Earth. Whether David did at fo 
critical a Juncture depend on this Promzſe alone, or upon his 
own miraculous Election to be King; or, which is moſt pro- 
bable, upon an expreſs Command from Gop himſelf by the 
Urim and Thummim of his Prieſts, is a Point not abſolutel 
determin d in his #r:tings, or his Hiſfory. However, ſo m 
is certain from oth, that his Faith and Hopes of Succeſs were 
ſo lively and well-aflured ; that this P/a/m,- tho in Truth no 
other than a Prayer offer'd up to Gop for his Help and Bleſ- 
ſing before he took the Field, might well be ſung afterwards 
as an Hymn of Thankſgiving, upon bis Return with Victory, 
and in Triumph. ; : Such 
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Such was the Deſign and Occaſion of my Text: And to 
ſhew how fitly it will ſuit the very /o/emn Purpoſe of our meet- 
ing, which is © to implore God's Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance on 
* the Arms of our molt gracious SOVEREIGN, in order to re- 
* ſtore, and perpetuate Peace, Safety, and Proſperity to him- 
<« ſelf; and to his Kingdoms; It ſhall be my Buſineſs, / 


I. Firſt, To raiſe ſome general and juſt Refle#ions from 
the Hiſtory and Doctrine of it: And then, | 
II. Secondly, To bring them home to ourſelves in our pri- 
vate and publick Circumſtances by a proper and uſeful Ab- 


plication. 


I. Now the ii and moſt obvious Refle#10n is this, that 
Almighty GOD is the only Gzver of all Victory: And conſe- 
quently, that without his Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance vain is the 
Help of Man from the moſt powerful Alliances, or the moſt 
formidable Armaments. But as the Truth of this Reflection 
muſt depend entirely upon GOD's Providence, it will be re- 
quiſite for me to . in few Words, ii, the Meaning, 
and then the Proofs of it. Now by Providence I mean that 
one, or thoſe many Acts of GOD by which he ſuperintends, di- 
rects, and conducts all Things, all Powers, and Motions in the 
Univerſe, in fuch a Manner, as will beſt diſplay the Glory of his 
own Attributes,as will ſecure that Dependance and Duty all his 
Creatures ought to pay Him, a in whom they live, and move, 
and have their Being: And at the ſame Time ſerve the va- 
rious Exigences of them all, but more eſpecially of ſuch moral 
Agents, as Men are in this World. Now to prove that he does 
thisin ſome Way orother; and that he neither has, nor can put 
Things fo far out of his own Power as not always to govern well 
and wiiely every Perſon, Tranſaction, and Event in hiswr Cre: - 
tion, I need ſay no more; than that without doing this, the 
fortuitous Jumblings of Matter, and the wilful Abuſes of Rea- 
fon, being under no Direction or Controul, muſt by Degrees 
introduce ſuch a Scene of Diſorder and Confuſion, as would 
end in a worſe Chaos, than that out of which this Earth was 

Acts xvii. 38. . form'd, 
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form'd, being overſpread with moral, as well as natural Evil. 
But as it mult be very far from the Character of an All-per- 
fect Being to do after this Manner; ſo GOD cannot but go- 
vern the World with like Goodneſs and Wiſdom, as he created 
it. In this indeed not only his Perfection, but his Happineſs 
ſeems to conſiſt, And if ſo, we are ſure to a Demonſtration, 
that he does in Fact fo order, diſpoſe, or b work all Things after 
the Counſel of his own Will, by ſuch Schemes, Laws or Inter- 
poſals, as will upon the whole beſt agree with perfect Reaſon, 
and complete a Plan worthy of infinite Wiſdum to contrive, 
and Power to execute; which at the ſame Time, that it tends 
to the Praiſe of his Glory and Dominion, may make a gracious 
and conſtant Proviſion of Good for every one, not only of his 
animal, but much more ſo of his ratzonal Creatures, ſuitable 
to their reſpective Natures, and Circumſtances either of Being, 
or Conduct. I ſay for every Creature, for as they all bear this 
Relation to him, nothing can be below his Notice, or his Care. 
Nay, to ſpeak not only re/ig:ouſly, but philgſophically; as the 
Whole is to its Parts, ſo I take the umnwverſal Providence I am 
proving to be made upof an infinite Number of particular 
. Provigences, which by conſulting the Welfare and Happineſs 
of each Individual in every poſſible Caſe, do likewiſe promote 
the common and general Good of GOD's wwhohke Creation, In 
Conſequence whereof it is certain, that as e all Things that 
are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, were created by him, 
. and for him, and can conſiſt by him alone: So all the Powers 
they derive /70m him, and all the Laus they can act by, muſt 
20 on in perpetual Subſerviency to his w/e Will, and good 
Pleaſure, in order to execute the Plan of his providential Go- 
vernment, not. only in the ſinal, but the preſent Re/alt of 
Things: And, if need be, to bring Good out of Evil. In one 
word, they muſt be ALL within his Power and Governance ; 

all ec Cauſes, which we call natural Agents, can be but 

mere Inſtruments in the Hands of him who ruleth over all: 
And diſpoſeth of them, and even of the Freedom of intelli- 
gent Beings whoſe Actions he foreſees, fo as to 4 work together 


» Fpheſ.4. 11, 12, : © Coli. ay. 4 Rom. viii. 2282. 
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with him for the Good of the ohole.. And therefore what i- I 


nute Philoſophers, or Fataliſts, or Atheiſts call nothing but the el 
Courſe, the Order, or the Laws of Nature, is in Truth the Will, 4 
the Ordinance, or the Providence of GO; whoſe eig the King- [. 
dom, and the Power, and the Glory for ever, and ever. = #7 
Such a Providence (whatever the Mode of GOD's exerting an 

it be) is perfectly agreeable to Reaſon. It has indeed obtain e D 
ſo univerſal a Conſent, as to have been regarded in the Faith | Th 
and Practice of all Nations in all Ages of the World. The thi 
Fewiſh Oeconomy was in every Reſpect a full, and oftentimes 05 
a miraculous Proof of it. The Prophets under the Law always = Vs 
appeal to it, not only when they ſpeak to their own People, of 
but to Heathens and Jablaters; who (becauſe they f knew not [I 
GOD) never failed to addreſs their Worſhip unto them, (which = of] 
Nature were no Gops) as having what Hz, and Hz ahnue 

at all Times hath both the Will and Power of directing or o- 3 Prc 
ver-ruling all Events, whether depending on neceſſary or free Wi 


Agents, ſo as to carry with them Happinef, or Miſery, in ſuch 
Proportions as divine M iſdum ought to beſtow either; or as the 
various Circumſtances and Behaviour of each individual Crea- 
4 ture will juſtify the Creator and Fudge of the World in doing 
l well or ill by them. This is indeed the true Source and Foun- 
l dation of all Religion ; of all Prayers and Thankſgivings, whe- 

ther publick or private, which are all offer d up to GOD upon | 
a full Perſuaſion of his Inrerpoſal among all the Changes and cant 
Chances of this mortal Life, to order Good, or avert Evil. be 
- Nay, the Facts of ſuch a divine Interpofition in human Aﬀairs terp. 


| are ſo various, frequent, and ſometimes ſo circumſtantiated, Way: 
that whoſoever will 8 ponder them, as a w/e Man ought, will « 2 


find both in his own Life, and the Hiſtory of ofhers,moſt plain Who 
= -- and undeniable Inſtances, not only of the Providence, but like- prov. 
| - wiſe of the loving Kindneſs, or Diſpleafure of the LORD. that 
| However, without truſting to the immer Lights of human knaf) 
- Reaſon or Experience in h ſecret Things, which belong to GOD Fire; 
alone, whoſe Ways are paſt finding aut; we may herein be 115 


guided by the bright ſhining of the holy Scriptures, Which are to | 's 
Mat. vi. 13. G4. ir. 3. Pfif cvii. 4 Deut. xxive- 2 
79, Rom. zi. 33. cl . either —— 
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either infallible Oraclès of his Will, or Records. of his Provi- 
dence. And hence we learn in general, that i what/cever the 
LoxD pleaſeth, that nx doth in Heaven and in Earth, intheSeas, 
and all deep Places. For the whole natural Creation, animate 
and inanimate, is not only under his Reſtraint, but at his free 
Diſpoſal ; fo that k Fire and Hail, Rain, Snow and Y apour, 
Thunder and Lightning, the moſt ftormy Winds, the raging of 
the Sea, and what is more, the Madneſs of the People, fulfil 
his Word. The Hearts of all Men, | as well as all Things, are in 
his Hands to turn them whitherfcever he will, fo that in ſpite 
of all human m Devices, what is the Counſel of the LORD, 
THAT ſhall hi; for the n mo/f High ruleth in the Kingdom 
of Men, as well as in the Army of Heaven. 

Time indeed would fail me, even to mention the various 
Proofs of this kind, that occur in almoſt every Page of holy 
Writ; ſo that I ſhall only hint at ſuch as are moſt ſuitable to 
the preſent ſolemn Occaſion ; after firſt obſerving, that War is 
one of the main Hinges, whereon the Welfare of all States and 
Kingdoms turns: and is beſides, in the Nature of the Thing, 
one of the moſt complicated of human Affairs; the Chances 
of it (as they are call'd) being numberleſs, and the Changes. in 
it beyond Imagination ſtrange and ſudden, ſo that the moſt 
exßerienc d in the Art of it, with all Advantages on their Side, 


4 cannot but fear for the Event: and conſequently, there muſt 


be the greateſt Room for the ſecret Influences, or open In- 
terpoſals of Providence. Nations indeed at War do al- 


ways appeal to GOD, as their ſole Judge; and refer, as 


it were, to Hin the final Deciſion of their Cauſe, to 
whom alone it can belong, whgn all human Mediations * 
prove ineffectual. Accordingly the zn/ſpired Writers aſſure us, 
that o YViftory is of the Lox D, who * breaketh the Bow, and 
knappeth. the Spear in funder, and burneth the Chariots in the © 
Fire; making Wars to ceaſe in all the World. Who * when. HR 
7 to Fudgment, reſtrains the Fierceneſs of Man, or turns i 


* x1 Chron. XIix. 11. Pal. xviii. cxliv; EC. Ibid. xlvi. 9. 
_—_ ble 
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ble to the Kings of the Earth. It is then with all of them, with 
the moſt abſolute Monarchs, or moſt reſſtle Conquerors, as it 
was r with Sennacherib King of Afſyria; however they may 
blaſpbeme, reproach, or boaſt in Confidence of their own Power 
and Mzyght.—lIt is under his Permiſſion or Providence, that 
whatever they project or do, cometh to paſs, even whilſt they 
aeftroy Countries utterly, or lay waſte fenced Cities into ruinous 
Heaps; for ſo ſoon as they have executed his t Vengeance, 
or % , Deſigns, He will convince them, that the * Battle is 
not always to the Strong, for that He can t /ave by few,as well 
as many,—He can put his Hook into their Noſe, and his Bridle 
into their Lips, ſo as to turn them back by theWay wherein the 
came,—He can /mite them and the Multitude of their Hoſts 
by his Angel; He can ſend his Blaſt among them; He can di/- 
comfit them with the common Artillery of Heaven, ſuch as 
Thunder, Hailſtones, and Coals of Fire: Or he can make them 
bear a Rumour upon Earth, and fill them with ſuch Panzcks, 
as are recorded in all Hiſtories to have made the Hearts of 
mighty Men to be as the Heart of a Woman in her Pangs of 
Travail —Nay, ſhould He ſuffer them to return to their own 
Land in Triumph, it may be only for to meet with here a 
more ignominious Death, than in the Freld of Batth. Now 
from all theſe friptural Declarations and Inſtances conſidered 
together, it undeniably appears, that the whole material, ani- 
mal and rational World is under the ſpecial Direction of Gop, 
and ſo conducted by him, as to fight for him, if need be; or 
otherwiſe to anſwer in a natural and quiet Manner all the Oc- 
caſions and Circumſtances of jree us changeable Men, even 
in their preſent State of Probation, whether they are high or 
low, rich or poor, fingle or in Societies: And that nothing is left 
to what the Heathens call'd Fortune, or wt the neceſſary Re- 
ſult of Matter and Motion; but that the Providence of GOD 
is over all his Works from the Beginning to the End of them. 
Such is, as I apprehend (to conclude my „irt Reflection,) 
the Nature of divine Providence, and the Manner of its A- 
ings. — And tho' GOD may, for ought Man can know with 
* Kings xix. Iſa. xxxviii. = Eccleſ. ix. 11. A1 Sam. xiv. 6. Pſal. 
XXXiii. 16, 1 Jer, zlix. 23. 41 
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Certainty, exert the whole of his Wiſdom and Power in one 
Angle, original Act; by which, by his perfect Fore-knowleage , 
he may have conſtituted or pred:ſpoſed all things, even the De- 
terminations and Actions of free Agents, in ſo wonderful an 
Order, as that they may, by a regular and beautiful Series of 
Cauſes and Effects, ſucceeding one auother ſrom the Begin- 
ning to the End of Time, conſpire to execute all the Purpoſes 
of his Wiſdum, Goodneſs, Fuſtice, or Dominion, as the Creator 
and Governor of the Univerſe: and, in ſo doing, he may not 
only make a conſtant Proviſion for the animal Part of his 
Creatures, but likewiſe reward with Good, or puniſh with 
Evil the rational according to their reſpective Merits or De- 
merits towards himſelf, or one another. —Altho' rh Method 
( prodigious as it ſeems) may, I ſay, be as eaſy to ſuch an all-per- 
feet and incomprebenſible Being as GO is, as the other; which 
makes him to be continually exerting his Providence in ſuch a 
Variety of Acts, as all the foregoing Occaſions require: And 
tho' it will alſo ſatisfy all Objections in favour of Chance, or 
Fate, yet becauſe he ſeems to intimate more plainly in his own 
Word, that he does, in Reality and Fact, interpoſe in the Ad- 
miniſtration of the World; and becauſe it appears to Reaſon to 
be more for his Honour, if not his Happineſs, not to fit on his 
Throne as an idle, careleſs, or unconcern'd Spectator, but to be 
ever employed in diſplaying his Perfections, and executing his 
own Laws and Government; therefore I cannot but think it 
the more probable Opinion, that as Gop has, confeſſedly, up- 
on ſome great Occaſions v made bare his holy Arm in the 
Eyes of all Nations by producing ſuch Alterations in the viſi- 
ble Courſe of Nature, as we call Miracles: So he does at other 
Times, ſo manage all the Springs or Powers in material Bo- 
dies, nay, ſo determine by imperceptible Influences, or Motives 
unaccountable, the Minds of Spiritual Beings, tho' in a way 
proper to their Make, as to bring about whatever his infinite 
Wiſdom ſees beſt; and this by a Power not I/ in itſelf, than 
in the former Caſe, tho leſs diſcernible, becauſe he uſes them as 

Means, 


See this Scheme carry'd on, to the utmoſt of it, in the Religion of Nature de- 
lineated, from Pag. 98-105. ” Iſaiah lii. 10. 


8 AFasT-SERMON, Jan. 9. 1739-40. 


Means, or rather Inſtruments of his Power to do what pleaſeth 
him, without apparently i ending or changing the natural 
and ordinary Courſe of Things, or committing any Force up- 
on the Liberty of moral Agents.—Nay, this is ſo far from be- 
ing contrary to true Philoſophy, under all its Experiments and 
Improvements, that as good a Phzlo/opher as ever lived was of 


Opinion, x that a/ thoſe Things which we call Natural Ef- 


fetts, are, in Truth, as much the Operation of GOD as Mira- 
cles themſelves; for that All Second Cauſes (excepting Men 
* and Angels, which are free Agents) are really no Cauſes, 
ce and have no Efficiency at all, but are mere Inſtruments, by 
* which GOD perpetually acts, and is himſelf the conſtant 
* (if not only) Agent in what we call the Courſe of Nature; 
Or, in other Words, that all the a&:ve Principles and Powers 
in material Bodies, ought, if fofved truly, to be reſolv'd at laſt 
into that divine Energy by which all Things move and have 
their Being, which we call Providence. — But it is now high 
time for me to proceed to a | 


2. Second Reflection, which is this, that notwithſtanding all 


that Mxx can do is vain, without the Bleſſing and Help of 


GOD; yet they ought not to fit — and do nothing for them- 
ſelves, upon any Preſumption or Pretence that GOD's Provi- 
dence and Grace will be alone fafficient for them. For fince, 
as I have already obſery'd, all natural Powers, whether in the 
material or immaterial World, are, for the moſt part, the 
Means and Inflruments which Providence makes uſe of: And 


as all the mechanical Parts of GOD's Creation never fail in 


their Obedience to his ſtanding Laws; fo likewiſe it muſt be 
the Part and Duty of all intelligent Beings to exert their Sa- 
gacity, Reaſon and Liberty, with every other Power or Gift 
they receive from him, and which would otherwiſe be 2/105 
Talents, in working together with Him, not only for their own 
5926 | . | * temporal 

* The Perſon I here refer to is the late ĩ ncomparable Dr. C/arbe, in his Sermons, 


Vol. I. p. 290. and Vol. VI. p. 373—377. and how much indebred I am upon this 
Subject to him, my Reader will ſee, if he will take the Pains, or rather Pleaſure to 


conſult my References; as alſo to the judicious Mr 7ack/on's Traci on Previdence, 


inanſwerto Mr, Thomas Chubb s new and ſtrange Notions, 
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temporal and ſpiritual Good, but alſo in carrying on what 
appears to them to be the general Deſign and Scheme of his 
Providence in the World: Or, in other Worde, Men muſt en- 
deavour to do his Will on Earth, as it is done in Heaven by 
Angels, who are nothing better than his iniſtring Spirits of 
an higher Rank.—Hence it follows, that we muſt, in every 
Caſe, and on every Occaſion, do all we can to compaſs for 
ourſeves whatever we want, and aſk, and hope from Gad, be- 
fore we can have any Reaſon to expect his Aid or Blefing.— 
We muſt then firſt of all be ſure that what we intend be w/e 
and good; and that we never engage in any Undertaking, but 
what we are perſuaded in our Conſciences is ju/t and righteous, 
according to his Will, and well-pleaſing in his Sight; for 
otherwiſe we ſhall bring down from Heaven a Curſe, and not 
a Bleſſing on ourſelves We muſt, beſides, take all the Care, 
uſe all the Diligence, and follow the Courſes, that Reaſon, 
Prudence, Obſervation, and Experience ſhall ſuggeſt, as fi- 
teſt to attain the End we aim at; and then leave the Iſue of 
them in the Hand of GOD. For Inſtance, if the Preſervation 
of our Life and Health be the Obje& of our Prayers and De- 
fires, we ourſelves muſt not be wanting in providing ſuch Food 
and Chathing, together with wholeſome Exerciſe, as are con- 
venient for us, and are made by GOD the natural Means of 
preſerving both.— Thus likewiſe, tho' we beg of our Heaven- 
ly Father, (as we ought to do, from a Senſe of our Relation to, 
and Dependence on him) our daily Bread; yet nothing but 
Preſumption can embolden us to _— it from him, if fo be 
we will not, when we may, plough, and fow, and till the 
Ground, and reap the Fruits of it; or which is much the 
ſame, if we will not take all neceſſary pains to get a Lively- 
hood in the ſeveral Stations and Callings wherein his Provi- 
dence ſhall place us: For if Man will not, as in Duty bound, 
go forth my Morning to his Work, and to his Labour, until 
the Evening, he can have no Reaſon to depend on GOD for 
the Bleſſing of his daily Food, It would indeed be Madneſs for 
us to hope, that when. we aſk any good Things we want, that 

GOD 


Y P/alm civ. 23. 
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GOD ſhould beſtow them on us miraculrifly,, without the 
Employment of thoſe Faculties and Powers, both of Mind and 
Body, that he hath already given us on purpoſe to provide 
©. *hem.,—This is indeed to hope againſt Nature and againſt Rea- 
fon; and is not to be excuſed by any Reverence we may pre- 
tend to GOD, or Reliance on his Power; becauſe our Hope 
in him ought, in the general, to be directed by the ordinary 
and eſtabliſh d Methods of his providential Actings. We there- 
fore ſhould hope no more, than that after we have exerted the 
utmoſt of our Abilities, and done what we ought to do, with 
all our might, he will give them to our Vigilance, Diligence, 
and Induſtry, when ſanCtified and made acceptable to him by 
our Prayers. For fo it is, that his giving us Abilities, and then 


bleſſing us in uſing them aright, is, in the ordinary Courſe of 
Providence, the Means whereby GOD beſtows his greateſt | 
Benefits upon us. | 
Thus in the Caſe of War; It muſt be juſt and unavoida- | 
ble, after trying all amicable Meaſures ; it muſt be the dernier 
Reſort of Self-defenſe, or doing ourſelves right: nor muſt we |? 
ever begin it without taking all neceſſary Precautions, or, as | 
Sour Saviour adviſes a, without conſidering well our own, and |; T7 
our Enemies Strength, together with all its Evils, Hazards, | t 
and Contingences; leſt if engaging too raſhly or unadvifedly t 
we be overcome by a ſuperior Power, —We ſhall then, if we | &£: 
are able, make all neceſſary Armaments, both by Sea and | 7 
Land, to carry it on with Vigour: and put them into the | ©! 
Hands of Officers, the moſt eminent we on for their Cir- s 
cumſpection, their Skill, their Courage, and Fidelity; ex- 
pecting them to do what can be done with ſuch Power at i- 
their Command, and ſuch Abilities to uſe it. — In ſhort, we M 
muſt ſo order every thing that relates to War, as to ſecure to CO 
ourſelves all human Probability of Succeſs But of this lit- po 
tle need be faid; Men are ſeldom wanting to themſelves in thi 
theſe reſpects; they are rather apt to glory and truſt too much 0/7 
in their own Wiſdom and Might; and the more they have of on 

both, the greater is their Danger of profanely thinking, as 
| Men a 


* Luke xiv. 31. X Pro 
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men of no Religion do, either that all things come by Chance, 
or proceed from ſuch a Neceſſity in cn Cauſes, as ex- 
cludes all Efficiency in the ; by which Means Victory ever- 
more inclines to the Multitude of an Hoſt, if equal to the 
ſeto in their Courage and Diſcipline ; ſo that they never lool 
up to GOD, implore his Aid and Favour, or rely for Succeſs 
upon his Providence; by which all fcond Cauſes move, thro' 
which alone we can do great A&s; and without which the 
beſt concerted Meaſures, and the moſt powerful Armament, 
under the ableſt Officers, may be defeated. — Without Von 
indeed, vain is all the Help, and weak is all the Power of 
Man; for H himſelf hath /a:d by his Prophet Feremiah a, 
CURSED be the Man that truſteth in Man; and maketh Fleſh 
his Arm, and whoſe Heart departeth from the Lorp, fo as 
not to b acknowledge him in all his Ways. Whereas, Bl Es- 
SED ig the Man, O Lord, GOD of Hats, who putteth his 
Truſt in Tree, at all Times, and in all Things; but more 
eſpecially in the Time of War, and the Day of Batth, 
wherein there can be no Safety or Viclory without THREE. My 
3. Third and laſt Reflection therefore ſhall concern the 
Means whereby we may ſecure to ourſelves the Protection, 
the Blz/fing, and Help of GOD, in all our Deſigns and Under- - 
takings; and particularly how we may know, whether He will 
g forth with our Hoſts, fight our Battles, and tread don our 
Enemies. We cannot, it is certain, have fo full an Aſſurance 
of Succeſs, as David had, in the Palm before us, by an ex- 
reſs Promiſe, or by an Oracle from GOD: nor as the whole 
Nation of the Fews had from peculiar Covenants in their Law, 
regarding temporal Bleſſings of all ſorts. But yet, as all 
Men have the /ame LorD for their GOD, and are under the 
common Providence and Government of the /ame wiſe and 
powerful Creator and Preſerver, who © is good to all, and d 
the Hope of all the Ends of the Earth: And as WER Chri- 
/tians are equally in Covenant with him, e which is effabliſhed 
on better Promiſes,thro' the Mediation of his Son JEsvUsCuRisT; 
and 


Jer. xvii. 5, 7. Prov. iii. 5, 6. Pſalm xxxvii. 3, Ixxiv. 13. 
Prov. xxx. 31. < Pſalm cxlv. 9. d Ixv. 5. e Heb. viii. 6. 
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and as He has in expreſs Words declared, that Sour Father,which 
7s in Heaven, will give good Things to them that alk him; as 
alſo by his Apoſtle St. Paul,h that Chriſtian Godlineſs is pro- 
fitable unto all things, having the Promite of the Life that now 
is, and of that which is to come: So Wx may, thro' his I- 
terceſſion accompanying our own Prayers, (which he requires, 
as a previous Duty from us,) hope for, and expe? whatever 
temporal Bleſſings we truly ſtand in need of: and which it is 
fit for GOD to give us under a wiſe and righteous Di/tributi- 
on of his Favours to all other his People, as well as to ourſelves; 
who ſhould always acquieſce in ſuch a Diſtribution, aſſuredly 
knowing, that he will grant to our Endeavours and Petitions, 
what may, every thing conſider'd, be moſt Expedient for 
us: and that all things, whether adverſe or proſperous, will 
i work together for good to them that love, ſerve, and put their 
truſt in him. But then we muſt remember, that before 
we ought to aſe, or can hope to recerve any good Things in 
this World, We muſt k fit ſeek the Kingdom of Gor, and 
his Righteouſneſs, for it is to Godlineſi only that theſe Pro- 
miſes are made: and therefore beſides a bare publick and re- 
ligious Profeſſion of our dependance upon Gop, beſides fup- 


: 3 his Goodneſs, and adoring his Providence, and Power ; 


we mult likewiſe ſhew forth the fincere and practical Influence 
of ſuch our Profeſſions, Prayers, and Adorations, by walking 
in all his Laws and Ordinances blameleſs, through the Courſe 
of a pious and virtuous Life; which is one and the fame 
thing, as to promote his Kingdom and Ghry in the World. 
For by Tranſereſſions, and Diſobedience to his Will, we ſhall 
forfeit his Favour, and provoke his Wrath: nor is there any 
pofiole Way to eſcape the one, or recover the other, but that 
of true Repentance, which, over and above a m godly Sorrow, 
conſiſts in bringing forth Fruits, and doing Works meet for 
Repentance; that is, in ® breaking off our Sins by Habits of 


Righteouſneſs, 
b Mat. vii. 12. b 1 Tim. iv. 8. * Rom. viii. 28, * Mat. vi. 33. 
Luke i. 6. m Mat. ili. 8. Acts xxvi. 20. 2 Cor. vii. 9, 10. 
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Righteouſneſs, and our Iniquities by Reſtitution, and /hewing 
greater Mercy to the Poor ; never forgetting to have above all 
Things that fervent Charity, or Chriſtian Love among our 
ſelves, which will cover a Multitude of Sins : or in the 
Words of our Litany, that Spirit of Unity, Peace and Con- 
cord, without which every o Houſe, City, or Kingdom muſt 
be brought to Ruin, and Deſolation. 

Thus qualified Wx have all the Reaſon in the World, to 
beg of GOD as his Creatures, (tho' always in humble Srub- 
miſſion to his Wiſdom) whatever temporal Bleſſings we want 
to the Relief of our Neceſſities, or to the Advancement of 
our Proſperity, publick, or private —Thus gualified We 
may as Chri/tians, thro' that p great Love, wherewith he hath 
loved us in his Son Chriſt Feſus, come 4 boldly unto the Throne 
of Grace, in ſure and certain Hope of his Favour and Good- 
neſs towards us in every Thing, that we ast according to his 
Mill! or that is in itſelf rea/onable, and: fit for him to give, or 
for us to receive, even in Shi World, —Nay, thus quahfied we 
may enter into Judgment with him, and plead our Cauſe be- 
fore him, even when he viſits us with ſo fore ar Judgment 
as that of Var; nothing doubting, but that he will be as 
very preſent Help to us in this Trouble, (however thoſe who 
bear us evil Will may rage, or Kingdoms be moved againſt 
our Sion) by going forth with our Hoſts, and enabling us to 
do great Acts, until we have trode down our Enemies —Thus 
much for the Refle&ions, that ariſe from the Doctrine and 
Hiſtory of my Text, wherein, I fear, I have been too long; 
but muſt ſtill crave your Patience, whilſt I bring them un- 


der my 


IT. Second general Head home to _ by a ſuitable Ap- 
plication, at a Conjuncture of Affairs, the moſt critical and im- 

ortant to our Country. We are already enter'd into a War, 
which the whole Nation thought both 7 and neceſſary, nay, 


unavoidable ; unleſs after Indignities no leſs affronting to the 
C'2 KiNG, 


© Mat. xii. 25. ? Eph · ii. 4. 4 Heb. iv. 16. r Exek. xiv. 21. 
* Pſal. xlvi. 1, 7. 
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KiNnG, than inhuman towards his Subje&s, unleſs after Inju- 
ries repeated beyond all Patience, and a notorious Violation 
of the moſt /o/emn Leagues and Contracts, we would have 
tamely given up to our Enemies, for a Prey, our undoubted 
Right to a free Navigation and Commerce to, and from our 
own Dominions in every Part of the World; which is the 
Life and Glory of this Iſland.— Such is the real Cauſe of our 
preſent Var; and there needs no better to juſtify us in the 
Sight of Gop or Man.—And for the carrying it on with the 
utmoſt Vigour, Thoſe, who are in Authority, have, with our 
own Conſent in Parliament, rais d ſuch Forces, both by 
Sea and Land; and have made ſuch gfe&ua/ Proviſion for 
their Support : and have likewiſe put them into ſuch Hands, 
as will in all Human Probability be able, not to extend our 
Empire to enlarge our Dominions, or to confound the whole 
World with our Ambition; but ny (which is all we aim at) 
to do ourſelves Fuſtice, by making the Court of Spain repent 
and repair the Wrongs they have- done us, and ſecure us 
for the future. againſt the like. - Nor is this /, for they 
well knowing,* that the MosT Hicn ruleth in the Kingdom 
of Men : and being humbly ſenſible, how vain all the Help 
is, that they can give us, and that all their In/truments of 
War are but weak (unleſs Gop be pleaſed to go forth with 
our Hoſts, and to fight our Battles) have likewiſe, as in Duty 
to him bound, called the 7vþo/e People of this Land zogether in 
their ſeveral Religious Aſſemblies, that they may in the moſt 
ſolemn, devout, and fervent Manner fend up their united Sy 

plications, Prayers, and Interceſſions for the divine Bleſſing 
and Aſſiſtance on the Counſels and Arms of his MAC. 
The Queſtion then is, upon what Grounds may we build our 
Hopes of this Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance? Or in other Terms, 
what have we been doing to engage GOD to be on our Side: 
or rather, what have we not done to provoke him to be again/} 
us? May Wr not preſume to have him on our Side 
from the Fu/tice of our Cauſe: or from his own accu/tom'd 
$Goodneſs towards us by the cleareſt Interpoſitions of his Pyo- 
vidence in the many Days of our paſt Diſtreſſes? May Wx 
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not, w when we call to Remembrance his tender Mercies, 
and his loving Kindneſſes, which have been ever of Old to Us, 
preſume on them, that he hath not caf# us of, nor will carter 
us before our Enemzes : that He will i be uf GOD, and 
ge forth with our Fleets and Armies, in a Manner not leſs 
glorious and ſurpriſing, than in the very laſt Var we had; 
wherein WE did thro' HIM great Things in Deed; wherein 
Wr faw Conqueſt upon Conqueſt, and Victory upon Victo- 
ry: and in few Words, ſuch a Torrent of marvellous Suc- 
ceſs in every Reſpect, and for many Years together, as can 
ſcarce be paralleld in our own or foreign Hiſtories We 
may indeed thus preſume, but alas! it is all a vain and dan- 
gerous Preſumption, unleſs upon a Review of our religious 
and moral Conduct ſince, we can find good Reaſon to hope, 
that it hath been ſuch, as is in ſome Degree /uztable to ſuch 
extraordinary Obligations, and oe/l-pleajing in the Sight of 
GOD ; for otherwiſe we ought to apprehend, that He may 
now be going to take Vengeance on us, by what David x (af- 
ter the Sin of numbring and truſting in his Forces) thought a 
forer Puniſhment, than a Famine, or a Peſtilence ; I mean, that 
of flying before our Enemies: and the hrer it muſt be, the more 
eontemptible they ſeem to us. Whereas, if they have they Power 
of his Might (with *whom it is nothing to help, whether with ma- 
ny, or with them, that have no Power) they may out of }eak- 
neſs become ſo ſtrong, as to prevail againſt us, (even tho all 
the Chances of War be for us) and to be at laſt more dreaded 
by us, than is no the moſt powerful and threatning Nation, 
which GOD can i ug to join with them; even whilſt he may 
leave us deſtitute of thoſe mighty Alliances, wherewith He 
ltrengthen'd us heretofore. 

It muſt then, my Brethren, concern us as much, nay more, 
than this War can concern us, to review, and if need be, to 
amend our religious and moral Conduct, that we may be pre- 
par'd to meet our GOD 3 either in his Judgments or his Mer- 
cies ; remembering always, that the 5% Cauſe, or the moſt 

righteous 
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righteous War may juſtly miſcarry, by way of Puniſhment, 
in ungodly, and wicked Hands: And that our own Sins may 
be the Occaſion of thoſe Hopes failing us, which Gop him- 
ſelf has been pleaſed to give us by his Word, or his former 
Bleſſings. —As to Religion, tho' all our Safety and Happineſs, 
both temporal and eternal, do depend upon Gop alone; yet 
have there not been notorious, and various Attempts to diſpute, 
as well as laugh both natural and revealed out of the Land. — 
Or if that cannot be, becauſe Civ Government can never 
have any true or laſting Foundation but in Religion, as Athe- 
z/ts- confeſs by ſuppoſing it to be an Invention of the moſt 
refined Policy ; Why then it ſeems to be thought enough, to 
preſerve any Form, tho the Power of it be loſt. And indeed 
in Times that were very bad, Rellgion was ſtill a Name of 
ſo decent a Sound, that a Man would have been thought a Fool, 
or a Miſcreant, who ſhould. have dar'd openly to attack 
it —Whereas now a Days it is too common to throw off 
the very Appearances of Piety and Virtue, not only as Things 
quite out of Faſhien, but as Marks of a wrong Judgment, 
a weak Mind, or a baſe Slaviſhneſs in our Thoughts and 
Actions. Not that I would be thought to give any Counte- 
nance to Hypocriſy, even tho' the Queſtion be only this, whe- 
ther it be not the leaſt Evil, and in Point of Policy preferable 
to open Atheiſm, Irreligion, and Profaneneſs—For I muſt 
own, that it will profit us zoth:ng in = next World, and 
very /ittle in this, to make Profeſſion or to have the Form 
of the beſt Religion; whilſt in Reality we have no Religion 
at all; or what is the ſame, do not ſhew the Power of it ei- 
ther in our publick or private Life. And is not the Decay, 
of that true Piety, and rational Virtue, which were once 
the Strength and Glory of our Nation, moſt viſible among 
all Orders and Degrees of Men, even among thoſe who are 
not yet aſham'd to boaſt, and glory in the Gel of CuRIST, 
as by Law eftabhſh'd in the Church of England? Are not 
both in Danger of being loſt by our not b aſſembling ourſelves 
together for religious Offices; or rather, by a Profanation of 

* GOD's 
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GOD's Sabbath, a Contempt of his Word, and a forſaking of 
his Ordinances; to avoid which, many well- meaning Per- 
ſons are running into the two dangerous Extremes of Super- 
flition, and Enthuſiaſin? Nay, have not the very beſt of us 
been, too lukewarm in the Zeal we have ſhewn for our Reli- 
gion; too indifferent, and unconcern'd for the Worſbip of 
GOD, and the Obſervance of his Laus? But it is, I fear, a 
fruitleſs Thing for me to enquire after a primitive Perfection 
in Chriſtian Righteouſneſs in this Age; but where is that Truth 
and Honeſty, that publick and private Virtue, that common 
Morality, and natural Religion, (which is the Building) that 
Free-Thinkers, and moral Philoſophers, e (transforming them- 
ſelves into Angels of Light) have long flatter'd us with rang 
out of the Ruins of Chriſtianity : or after they have (to ute 
their own Metaphor) d removed away the Rubbiſh of it ?— 
But the Scene of fo deceitful a Proſpect is already changed: 
and they have given us in its Stead an univerſal Corruption of 
Manners, wherein, I doubt, we have exceeded in many In- 
ventions the Sins of the Fews, and the Vices of the Heathens. 
so far indeed have their Schemes been from promoting, 
what they promiſed, the Happineſs of human Societies in 
this World; that by © rejefing the Counſel of GOD again/t 
themſetves in the Goſpel of his Son, by diſcarding thoſe Means 
of Grace he offers: and by logſening thoſe ſupernatural Re- 
ſtraints, which He in great W:/dom hath therein laid u 
the Paſſions, Appetites, and Luſts of fu Men, (f whoſe 
Converſation ought to be in Heaven) they have open'd the 
Way to all manner of Licentiouſneſs : and to fuch a Compli- 
cation of moral Diſtempers, as mult in the Courſe of Nature, 
(unleſs proper and ſpeedy Remedies be uſed) deſtroy our Body 
Politick; even tho GOD ſhould not vi 8 us for theſe Things 
with poſitive Fudgments from Heaven, in order to be avenged 
of a Nation, that has not only h done Deſpite unto the Spirit 
of his Grace, and to the Bleſſings of his Providence, but is al- 
moſt come to this Paſs, as that We will not have the Ge- 
vernor 


© 2 Cor. xi. 14. 4 Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 421. © Luke vii. 30. 
f Phil. iii. 20. # Jer, v. 29. b Heb. x. 29. 
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vernor of the World i to reign over us, nor obey his Laws.— 
For had we not, k Ye Jeſhurun, waxed fat and kicked, and 
did we not /ig/tly eſteem the Rock of our Salvation, who has 
preſerv d us ſo long beyond moſt Nations from Famine, Pe- 
flilence, and the Sword. Were not this, I fay, the Caſe it 
would not have been poflible for us to have been ſo over-run, 
as we are, with Irreligion, Intemperance, Debauchery, and 
every other Vice, that can ſpring up out of an ab»/ed Liber- 
ty, Peace, and Proſperity, together with that Plenty of every 
Thing, wherewith we have abounded thro' Hui Seaſons, 
and a moſt extenſve Commerce. To theſe we owe a vaſt 
Increaſe of Wealth, —but to what Purpoſes has it ſerved ? 
have we not been | conſuming it on our Luſts, either by m go- 
ing into far Countries, and exporting our Subſtance thither to 
waſte it with riotous Living: or elſe importing into our 
own, by eſtabliſh'd Factors and Agents, not only ſuch Follics, 
Faſhions or Pleaſures, as are Snares unto us; but even all 5 
rezgn Vices, every Thing, that is bad in Principle or Practice, 
every Thing in Meats and Drinks, in * Mujick, Song, or 
Dance, that can add Fuel to thoſe Fires, which have too 
nearly de/troyed all Religion and Virtue among us, both pub- 
lick aud private, together with the true, antient Britiſb Spirit, 
a Love for our KING and Country. 

I am not ſenſible, that I have in this 5/ack Account aggra- 
vated the national Guilt. —The Matter is but too plain, and 
needs no Art to aggravate it !l—And if I have not; every one, 
who thinks at all, muſt think it fo heinous, and proveking to 
a GOD, who is o of purer Eyes, than to behold Iniquity, or 
finally to let it go unpunſb'd, that We may well dread his 
Fuſtice, rather than hope for Favours and Bleſſings from his 
Goodneſs, (the Riches whereof we have ſo long defþiſed and 
abusd) until we have not only“ rurnd to him with due Re- 
verence in Faſting and Prayer, or with contrite Hearts and 
Holy Purpoſes; but have likewiſe formed thereupon the ſtrong- 
eſt and ſincereſt Reſolutions to amend every one the Evil of 


his 
i Luke xix. 27. * Deut. Xxxii. 15. | Jam. iv. 3, m Luke xv. 
13. " Toſh. xxiii. 13. o Hab. i. 13. Jer. xlix. 12. ? Rom. ii. 4. 
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his Doings, in order to ſanctify the whole; and then by the 
Grace of Gop * to ſerve him in Chriſtian Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs all the Days of our Lives. — Nor is this all, —for after 
having done our Duty to GOD, we muſt render due Obedi- 
ence, and Honour to the KING, and to all, that are in Au- 
thority under him, acting in Concert with them for the pub- 
lick Good, after laying aſide all unreaſonable Diviſſans, all 
perſonal Emulations, Strifes, and Hatred, all ill-grounded 
Suſpicions of one another, all inteſtine Heats and Animoſities; 
nay, all Variance between Court and Country, (whoſe Inte- 
reſts are in Truth but one) ſo that the Zeal of all Parties a- 
mong us may ſpend itſelt in Reality, as it ever does in Pretence, 
in promoting the true and laſting Welfare of this Nation, both 
at Home and Abroad, For nothing can be more certain, than 
thats every Kingdom divided againſt tjelf (even as ours has 
been often t moved and h thereby) can never Hand againſt 
Foreign Foes: and that fo long as Ephraim ſhall envy Juda, 
and Juda ſhall vex Ephraim, we can never fly with Succeſs 
upon our Adver/aries towards the Meſt, and much leſs por] 
them of the Ea, ſhould they (as they threaten) join together. 
We ſhall rather thus become an eaſier Prey to the com- 
mon Enemy, who only ſeeketh, whom he may devour.—But 
tho' I thus ſpeak, I cannot but preſage better Things in this 
Reſpe& : and that, if the ſame good Spirit of Harmony, U- 
nity and Concord, which have appear'd both in declaring and 
proſecuting this War, go on with us to the End of it, we may 
ſoon hope to ſec that end (if GOD be but 47th vs) in reſto- 
ring ſuch a Peace, as may perpetuate the Safety, the Proſ- 
perity, and the Glory of our King and Country. 

However, My Brethren, till we are thus good, thus w/e, 
and thus united; Let us humbly implore our GOD (if not 
for our own Sake, yet for the Sake of our Poſterity, our 
Country and our Religion) that we may till exjoy all the 
Means of his Grace, and the Beſings of his Providence, 
tho' We ourſelves deſerve them not. — Let us with the Faith, 
the Piety, and Fervour of ABRAHAM intreat him, who is 

D Long- 


r Luke i. 75. * Mat. xii. 25. t Pal. Ix. 2. y Ia. xi 13, 14. 
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w Long-ſfering and plenteous in Goodneſs ; who would have 


* ſpared even Sodom for the Sake of ten righteous Perſons : 
and who often gives Succeſs to the good Deſigns of an unre- 
form'd, and unrepenting People; when they work his Rig h- 
teouſneſs, and promote his wiſe and good Government of the 
World.—Let us, I fay, intreat and importune him with our 
moſt fervent and united Prayers, not only to avert thoſe hea- 
vy Judgments, we moſt juſtly deſerve, but likewiſe to v 
watch over us for Good with the Eyes of his Providence; 
ſo as to * heal our Sores, and to repair our Breaches : and 
at this alarming and important Criſis to go forth with our 
Fleets and Hoſts; for if HE, who is the only * Gzver of all 
Viftory, be againſt Us, Our Enemies will recollect with 
Pleaſure, even after a moſt fate! Experience, that in vain 
is our Confidence, either in the Help of foreign Princes, or in 
a molt invincible Armada of our own ; when once We come 
to fight with him, whom b the Minds and ith Seas, with all 
the Powers in Heaven, and Earth obey. 

Do thou therefore, O LoRD GOD of Heaven and Earth, 
go on © to ſtrengthen, and perfect thoſe Things, which thou haſt 
2wrought for us for Aves paſt by marvels Deliverances at 
Home, and Victories Abroad. Be thou ſtill our mighty Pro- 
teftor and Preſerver from all our Enemies, that ſo thou may- 
eſt d etabliſßh us an holy People to thyſelf, and that all the ['c9- 
ple of the Earth may fee that WE are called by thy Name, 
and be afraid of us; and hat this Nation, under a due Sense 
of all thy Mercies, may keep thy Commandments, walk in th 
Ways, and be © /.cxoing forth thy Worſhip, thy Praiſe, thy 
Gry, thy Might, and marvelicus Acts from Generation to 
Generation unto the End of the World. 
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